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State rules and regulations

• Support data collection
• Process
• Authority
• Protection – defend patient security
• Defines who should report – hospitals, physicians, or 

laboratories
• Collection of confidential information

• Deduplication
• Often necessary to accurately describe the problem



State rules and regulations

• Best mandates occur in a partnership
• Needs input from public health during the process
• Needs funding



How is public health 
surveillance funded?

• $$$$$$ Federal 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

budget is critical!
• $$ State
• $ Local, if any



How does data move?

• Data moving slower than the disease



Yesterday’s data systems must 
evolve to meet future challenges

Image taken from presentation by Anne Schuchat, MD, RADM USPHS (ret.), Principal Deputy Director, 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Data: Elemental to Public Health - Partners Meeting, 
Washington, DC February 27, 2019



Data: Elemental to health

• Coordinated, comprehensive, strategic 
approach to building a public health data 
super highway of the 21st Century

• Transform data systems to evolve to meet 
future challenges

• Modernize the public health workforce, 
need data scientists

• Data and workforce are the lifeblood of 
public health action

• CDC needs a $100 million down payment 
in FY 2020 to begin to modernize and 
harmonize public health data systems at 
the agency, and state and local health 
departments
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